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Birthplace Chapter Membership

❏ Annual dues 
$20 (per person)       

Additional donation (if desired)
❏ $25   ❏ $50   ❏ $100  ❏ $                   Total $      

Your membership, plus any additional donation is tax deductible, 
and is vital in helping to keep alive the memory of those who served 

in WW2, and to help those in need. Your dues are our primary 
resource for giving. Just fill out the form and bring it to our 

monthly dinner meeting or mail it with your check to: 

The Birthplace Chapter, P.O. Box 15714, Savannah, GA 31416

Most of you who receive 
Contrails are members. 

If you are not, please consider 
becoming one.We would love 

to have you on board. 

The Birthplace Chapter, P.O. Box 15714, Savannah, GA 31416

July 2017

S everal months ago on a Tuesday 
morning, Heather Theis, our 
Volunteer Director, introduced 

Paul Grassey, Alan Simon, John Fog, and 
myself  to a new volunteer. We knew right 
away he was our type of guy. He had a 
winning smile and he actually still had 

his hair and it was black! This 
man was Tony Briotta. After 
talking to Tony for fi ve minutes 
we all wanted him to become 
a Tuesday morning Mission 
regular. He had a keen interest 
in the 8th Air Force and its 
history. When we told Tony 
we were having a special kid’s 
model building program that 
Saturday morning, January 
28, the 75th Anniversary of 
the 8th AF, he immediately 

HOME 
AGAIN!

President’s Remarks

Paul Grassey, Charles 
Sitrin and Tony Briotta 

at the Gulfstream 650 
Simulator. Paul was able 

to � y over the same 
English countryside as 
he did in WWII. When 

over the White Cliffs of 
Dover he would say, 
“We’re home guys.”

August 2017

designated V166. They chose to use the 
most powerful engine available. This 
was the Pratt and Whitney R2800 
Double Wasp. The design performance 
objective was to build a plane that 
could travel over 400 mph in level 
fl ight and be capable of being fl own o   
aircraft Carriers.

Despite the use of the R2800, 
the desired high performance could 
only be achieved by decreasing the 
parasitic drag of the nonlifting part 
of the wing  where the wing attached 
to the fuselage. Vought worked with 
the National Advisory Committee on 
Aeronautics (NACA) to determine 
the best wing location. The designers 
concluded that to achieve the 
maximum streamlining, a midwing 
would be best. The inverted wing 
design was the best solution to achieve 
low drag and the short sturdy landing 
gear necessary for carrier landings. 
The “ bent wing” bird was born.

At our book club meeting in 
   June we discussed two 
    aircraft  articles from old 

military magazines. One of the articles 
dealt with the building of the B29 and 
the other with the development of 
the Corsair. I will discuss the fi ghter 
because I have already written a report 
on the B29. The Corsair is one of the 
few fi ghters in WW2 which could give 
the Mustang a run for the money.

The design for the F4U Corsair 
harkens back to 1938. The US Navy 
decided to replace the Grumman 
F3F-2 biplane with a low wing 
monoplane of the type being developed 
in Europe — the Messerschmitt 
ME 109 and the Hawker Hurricane. 
The Navy wanted to surpass this 
technology and build a revolutionary 
fi ghter that could fl y o   carriers. 
Vought Aircraft submitted a proposal 

WHISTLING DEATH
President’s Remarks

The sound of air rushing
through the intercoolers earned

the Corsair the sobriquet “Whistling
Death” by Japanese troops.

June 2017

Setting a High Benchmark
It’s almost a year since Darrel Lowell died, June 21, 2016. 
Darrel set the standard by which others may be measured. 
He served as President of the 8th Air Force Historical 
Society, President of the Birthplace Chapter,  
volunteer, patriot—friend. Look for his bench in 
the Museum’s Memorial Garden near the B-47, 
the type of AC he fl ew during his SAC days. 
We’ll always remember this extraordinary man.

In the United 
States, Flag Day is 
celebrated on June 14. 
It commemorates the 
adoption of the fl ag of 
the United States, which 
happened on that day in 1777 
by resolution of the Second 
Continental Congress. The United 
States Army also celebrates the Army 
Birthday on this date; Congress adopted 
“the American continental army” after 
reaching a consensus position in the 
Committee of the Whole on June 14, 1775. 
For more information go to: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_Day_
(United_States)

Flag 
Day
June 14

He served as President of the 8th Air Force Historical 

volunteer, patriot—friend. Look for his bench in 

May 2017

Bud Porter one of our 
 founding members and 
 one of our few remaining 

World War 2 airmen passed away 
March 22 at age 96. Bud served as 
a ball turret gunner on 11 missions 
with the 412th squadron of the 95th 
Bomb Group. Bud served for many 
years on the Board of Directors 
of the 8th AF Museum. He was a 
founding member of the Birthplace 
Chapter of the 8th AF Historical 
Society and President for four terms.

President’s Remarks

MEMORIAL 
TO A MOST 
REMARKABLE MAN

 “ One heck 
of a great guy”

The dashing Bud and his beautiful bride Sis 
at their wedding, September 17, 1949.


